Øystein Hide has supplied his anthology with an introduction that contains a number of minor factual mistakes that are a bit disturbing, but they do not overshadow his main message that Russell's writings on war, peace and pacifism are still worth reading. He starts out by distinguishing between "the two Bertrand Russells": the philosopher and what he calls "the political humanist". Although Hide does not spend much energy on explaining exactly what he means by it, I find this a thought-provoking expression that to me suggests a secular humanist who is prepared to act on his convictions. He compares Russell to the Norwegian philosopher Arne Naess, who also was a political activist and acted according to his deepest beliefs.
Hide says about Russell: "For many people Russell has become the great philosopher who also actively contributed to the general political debate and who, in the capacity of being a philosopher, gave the lovers of peace a philosophical and intellectual alibi with which they could decorate their struggles" (p. 11).
Russell's position as a philosopher and political activist in Norway is more or less the same as in the other Nordic countries, and although Hide's book is Norwegian a lot of Swedes, Danes, Finns and Icelanders will be able to benefit from the collection. There is no mention, however, of Russell's only trip to Norway (in 1948), which had a political purpose.
Hide has divided his collection into two parts. The first part contains ten texts written between 1916 and 1920, and the second part contains five between 1950 and 1960. He does not say a lot about why he has included these texts and excluded others. These are the selections he offers: 
